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December 2, 2019 
Spring Semester Implementation of Student Emergency Bridge Fund 

 
Dear colleagues: 
 
Thank you all for your support thus far for the Student Emergency Bridge 
Fund and your commitment to the success of our students! 
 
With the funds raised early in the fall 2019 semester, we were able to 
provide 17 students with $500 micro-loans for a total of $8,500 disbursed 
to students.  We hope to be able to provide loans to 20 students for the 
upcoming spring 2020 semester.   
 
We are very close to reaching our fundraising goal of $10,000, which 
would enable us to help 20 students in the spring.  Bridge funds disbursed 
during the fall 2019 semester have been fully repaid by the 17 students 
assisted in the fall.  With additional donations, as of December 2, 2019, 
there is $9,648 available to disburse to students for the spring 2020 
semester.  If you would like to help us reach our goal, you can donate to 
the Student Emergency Bridge Fund here. 
 
The Student Emergency Bridge Fund is an initiative of the CDU Academic 
Senate and COM Faculty Executive Board.  It is intended to help students 
who qualify for financial aid at CDU and need funds right at the beginning 
of a semester but will not receive a disbursement of financial aid funds 
until roughly one month after the semester begins, due to current CDU 
policy.  Funds will be made available to all students who qualify for 
financial aid and whose aid has been finalized, outside of the Physician 
Assistant (PA) program, until available funds are exhausted.  PA students 
are part of a university pilot to assess beginning of semester disbursement 
of financial aid. 
 
Bridge funds can be used to purchase books or supplies for courses or for 
other essential student needs at the beginning of the semester.  Loans 
from the fund will be expected to be repaid by recipients after financial aid 
awards are disbursed, so that the Student Emergency Bridge Fund is 
available for use by future students.  
 
The Academic Senate and FEB plan to raise $10,000 by the end of 2019 and 
will continue to raise funds even after the initial fundraising goal is met, in 
order to be able to meet two stretch goals: 
 

Stretch goal 1. The ability to provide a few larger loans that can   
               cover more expensive needs such as one month’s    
               rent. 
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Stretch goal 2. The ability to provide small stipends that are not 
                   intended to be repaid to students who may need  
                   them. 

 
The Academic Senate works with Financial Aid, Finance, the Office of the 
Provost and the Office of Strategic Advancement to ensure that funds are 
disbursed to qualified students.  We are also in communication with the 
CDU Student Government to assess the impact of the Fund and make 
improvements as necessary.   
 
Donate to the Student Emergency Bridge Fund here.  
 
 
Thank you again for your support, 
 
 
Lola Ogunyemi and Eleby Washington 
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